
The 

WOOD 

DUCK 


CN ISSN 0049-7886 


HAMILTON NATURALISTS’ CLUB 


WESTDALE P.O. BOX 89052 HAMILTON, ONTARIO L8S 4R5 


__iyiarcn iyy’5 

Of a Walk for a Lookout 


by Bill Luton 

The '95 Nature Walkathon will 
have a focus project of particular 
interest to HNC members: the 

construction of a viewing lookout a 
short distance north of the Canada 
Centre for Inland Waters on a 
headland overlooking a trio of new 
islands along the Northeastern 
Shoreline of the Bay. The 
reconfiguration of the waterfront here 
is one of three major tasks the Fish & 
Wildlife Habitat Restoration Project 
will undertake this year. The Carp 
Barrier and LaSalle Park are the other 
two — more about them in a later 
issue of The Wood Duck. 

a recent study indicates amt 5t> ‘/o 
of fish production originates in less 
than a 20 cm depth of water. When 
European man first gazed on the 
splendour of the Bay, miles of this 
sub-littoral zone existed, and the 
water teemed with fish and the air 
was thronged with waterfowl. But in 
the past century most of the 
productive nursery depth has been 
destroyed, swallowed up by infilling 
protected by steep stone dikes or 


concrete piers. Now we who are the 
pioneers of a greener world must 
work to regain some of what was lost. 
The F&WHRP work on the 
Northeastern Shoreline will be doing 
precisely that — a major softening of 
the riparian zone and the creation of 
a protected "lagoon." 

In late February the first stage of 
construction will begin by building 
out from the existing armour stone a 
more gradual slope, using for this 
purpose "shot rock," which is a 
mixture of medium to small rock. 
This core material will then be 
overlaid with topsoil and small stones 
in protected areas, and with 
cobblestone in locations wan more 
wave action. Along about 450 metres 
of shore the result will be a gradual 
slope in place of the present steep 
breakwater. For the technically 
inclined, the engineering 
specifications call for a slope of 8 to 
1 (for the non-technical that means in 
every eight centimetres of horizontal 
distance the elevation drops one 
centimetre). 


In August the second stage of 
construction is scheduled to start — 
this is when things become 
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really interesting. Three islands will 
be constructed about 150-200 metres 
offshore, following the 1.5 metre 
depth contour. It should be 
understood that these islands will be 
no mere piles of rock casually 
dumped in the water. Each of the 
islands will be different, and each will 
serve a unique purpose. Their design 
is the result of a study by a group of 
scientists from McMaster University, 
Brock University and the Canadian 
Wildlife Service, who will be 
submitting a paper on their work to 
The Canadian Journal of Fisheries 
and Aquatic Scientists. Between the 
islands will be scattered reefs, or 
"emergent shoals" as they are called, 
and out from the islands will be 
installed underwater fish habitat 
modules, similar to the ones used at 
Harbourfront Park. 

South Island will be completely 
vegetated, and will have for its inside 
shore a raised wetland, i.e. a sandy 
area diked off from the Bay and 
somewhat higher than its normal 
water level. This wetland will 
function in a similar fashion to the 
one at Willow Point: in high water 
there will be a direct connection with 
the water of the Bay, but in low water 
there will not be. 

Centre Island will be partially 
vegetated; on its lee side will be a 
sloping, sandy beach stabilized 
between two groins, which will also 
trap silt. The extent of the dry area 
will depend on the water level in the 
Bay. In the low water of autumn the 
beach will provide habitat for shore 
birds. Along the outer side of the 
island a vegetated area will be 
planted. 


North Island will aim to attract 
colonial nesting birds, and will not be 
vegetated. On its lee side will be a 
low dike enclosing a sandy area 
similar to South Island but at a lower 
elevation. Depending on the water 
level this beach may be completely 
inundated and so provide fish 
spawning habitat, or it may be a 
wed and, or it may emerge as dry 
land. 

Opposite Centre Island a headland 
will be configured on the shore, and 
connecting this with the parking at 
CCIW will be a shoreline path, 
separated from Eastport Drive by a 
band of naturalized vegetation 10-20 
metres wide. From CCIW a trail using 
sidewalks will connect with the 
Waterfront Trail proposed for the 
north shore of Lake Ontario. 

Now to get to the focus of the '95 
Nature Walkathon. On the headland 
opposite Centre Island a location has 
been set aside for a viewing lookout, 
currently visualized as a platform with 
blind and roof similar to the one at 
Wye Marsh near Midland. However, 
no specific design has yet been put on 
paper. Input is desired from birders of 
HNC to ensure the design is optimum 
for viewing, for example, which 
concept is best: a fairly high 
structure (a tower) or a ground level 
blind? The cost of the lookout is 
targeted at 30,000, which hopefully 
will be raised by staging the '95 
Nature Walkathon. 

The viewing lookout is a fine 
project well worth the support of 
HNC members. The '95 Nature 
Walkathon is just the time and place 
to express that support. This event 
will be held on Saturday, June 3rd. 


Our hard-working Don McLean will 
again be heading up the big affair. He 
and his active committee will be 
looking for lots of walkers and even 
more supporters of walkers. If you 
can't walk or find a walker to support, 
just send in a donation anyway. The 
forms will be available at our regular 
meetings. 

This is a good place to note that 
Don McLean has another major 
accomplishment: he has been elected 
a director of the Bay Area Restoration 
Council, better known by the acronym 
BARC. Ken Hall, another of our very 
active members and who is really Mr. 
BARC, was elected a director at the 
same meeting. While on the subject of 
good news, I should mention that 
yours truly has been appointed as a 
citizen representative of the Regional 
Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth 
on the Board of Directors of the 
Royal Botanical Gardens. Thanks to 
the efforts of Doug McCallum, John 
Struger, Brian McHattie and Doug 
Watson (President of the RBG Board) 
the HNC now has a "friend in court," 
an appropriate recognition of our club 
as we start our second 75 years. © 


Acquisition 
of the James Property 

b y 

Nature Conservancy 
Canada 

by John Fischer 

The HNC has recently donated 
SI500 to Nature Conservancy Canada 
(NCC), to be applied towards the 


Page 80 


The Wood Duck 


March 1995 


purchase price, and associated 
acquisition costs, of the James 
Property at Turkey Point. The 
availability of this land was brought 
to the attention of the NCC by Ms. 
Mary Gartshore. Her volunteer efforts, 
combined with those of Mr. George 
Pond, a well known local naturalist 
and realtor, helped make the 
acquisition a reality. The 32 acre, 
triangular shaped property, is located 
within the Turkey Point Savannahs 
Area of Natural and Scientific 
Interest, and is part of the 
internationally significant Long Point 
"Man and the Biosphere Reserve". It 
is directly adjacent to Turkey Point 
Provincial Park, and sits within 
several kilometres of a number of 
protected areas — including our own 
Spooky Hollow Sanctuary. 

The property is of particular 
significance because it is dominated 
by a dry Black Oak/prairie 
community, part of which is 


considered to be "old growth". A 
number of provincially rare plant 
species are found on the property, 
including Birdfoot Violet, Green 
Milkweed, and Slender Knotweed. 
Much of the original oak savannah 
habitat in the area, including the 
Spooky Addition, has been converted 
to pine plantations. There has been 
some intrusion of pine on the James 
Property, but growth is not too 
extensive at this time. 

It is believed that there is an 
extremely good potential for 
rehabilitation of the James Property, 
and although the title is to be retained 
by the NCC, management 
responsibility will be delegated to the 
provincial MNR. The property needs 
immediate burn treatment, as fire has 
been suppressed for a long period of 
time. It will be included with a 100 
acre area of Turkey Point Provincial 
Park that is slated for a prescribed 


bum this spring. 

As is the case with so many 
natural areas, this site was under 
potential threat from future 
residential, and recreational 
developments in the area. The 
ongoing generosity of HNC members, 
and their donations to our Sanctuary 
Fund, has once again allowed the 
Club to respond by assisting in the 
conservation of another significant 
natural community. Quite often the 
support of the HNC, in the form of 
even a modest donation, can help 
"lever" additional funds from other 
sources. Donations and bequests to 
the Sanctuary Fund are always 
welcome, as development pressures 
on natural areas seem to be increasing 
all the time. On behalf of the 
Executive of the HNC, I wish to 
thank Club members for their 
continuing support. 0 


1994 Hamilton Fall Bird Count 

by Bill Lamond 

The 21st. annual Hamilton Fall Bird Count was held on November the 6th. A high species total was anticipated due to abnormally 
mild temperatures throughout October and the week preceding the count. However, only 125 species were observed which was one 
below the count average of 126 species. Extremely high winds throughout the day likely led to this unexpectedly low total. 
Nonetheless, as in all fall counts, there were some interesting observations. 

One new species was added to the count this being Wild Turkey observed by 2 parties. Rick Ludkin observed 10 turkeys at the 
North Cayuga Slough Forest and Dennis & Gwen Lewington observed one at 5th Road East south of Ridge Road. However, the 
highlight of the count was shared by 2 species. A Northern Gannet was observed off the Oakville shoreline by Luke Fazio for the 
second record of this species for the fall count. Likewise the observation of a very late Scarlet Tanager at Bronte by Mark Jennings 
was only the second count record. Other notable sightings included the third count record of Sandhill Crane, the fourth count record 
of Bald Eagle, Merlin and Bohemian Waxwing, the fifth count record of Short-eared Owl and House Wren, and the seventh count 
record of Osprey and Orange-crowned Warbler. 

A total of 10 species were recorded in record-high numbers. Of these, Red-throated Loon and Double-crested Cormorant are 
definitely increasing in number in the Hamilton area. Other high-count species such as Mute Swan, American Crow and House Finch 
may be on the increase in the Hamilton Study Area. The other species recorded in record high numbers was probably due to chance 
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or the unseasonable weather in October. Only two species were recorded in record low numbers these being Homed Grebe and Dunlin. 
Ring-necked Pheasant and Rough-legged Hawk were missed for only the second time each. For the Rough-legged Hawk this was due 
solely to chance, however, for the Ring-necked Pheasant the situation is becoming critical. This species is losing its habitat in the 
Hamilton Study Area and it will likely be extirpated in the foreseeable future. 

1994 Results 

Area Covered: Selected areas within a 40.2 km radius of Dundum Castle, Hamilton, Ontario (Hamilton Study Area), to include: the 
Lake Ontario shoreline from Port Credit to Beamsville; the Conservation Areas of Christie, Berry, Binbrook, Felkers Falls, Fifty Point, 
Mountsberg, Valens, Iroquois Heights, Dundas Valley, and Spencer Gorge; Rock Chapel Sanctuary; Lake Medad; Puslinch, Mohawk 
and Dunmark Lakes; Chedoke Reservoir; Sassafras, Bronte, and Burloak Woods; Cootes Paradise; Woodland Cemetery; Kings Forest; 
Bronte, Rattray and Van Wagners Marshes; Beverly Swamp; Hamilton Harbour, Windermere Basin; Grimsby and Cainsville Sewage 
Ponds, Spring Valley, Red Hill, Bronte and Oakville Creek ravines; and the Grand River from Cayuga to Cambridge. 

Sunday, November 6, 1994: 4:00 a.m. to 5:40 p.m. Weather at Mt. Hope Airport: Temperature 4.6°C to 15.8°C. Winds W, 
considerable at sunrise and increasing to an average speed of 30.8 km/hr, gusting to 72 km/hr. Mostly heavy cloud with 0.4 hours of 
sun. 8.8 mm of rain, mostly in morning. 75 observers in 43 parties. Total party hours: 266.8. 

Species: Underlined totals represent record high numbers unless specified as record low; underlined species require documentation for 
the Hamilton Bird Records Committee, except for Northern Gannet which requires documentation for the Ontario Bird Records 
Committee. 

Red-throated Loon 5; Common Loon 89; Pied-billed Grebe 13, Homed Grebe I (low); Red-necked Grebe 66; Northern Gannet 1 
(LFa); Double-crested Cormorant 21; Great Blue Heron 95, Black-crowned Night-Heron 14; Tundra Swan 34; Mute Swan Snow 
Goose 7; Canada Goose 5,053; Wood Duck 11; Green-winged Teal 7£9; American Black Duck 348; Mallard 2,442; Northern Pintail 
91; Northern Shoveler 189; Gadwall 330; American Wigeon 372; Canvasback 21; Redhead 78; Ring-necked Duck 237; Lesser Scaup 
2,133; Greater Scaup 4,219; Scaup sp. 510; Oldsquaw 737; Black Scoter 2; Surf Scoter 5; White-winged Scoter 55; Common 
Goldeneye 790; Bufflehead 577; Hooded Merganser 87; Common Merganser 70; Red-breasted Merganser 284; Ruddy Duck 89, Turkey 
Vulture 13; Osprey 1; Bald Eagle 1; Northern Harrier 22; Sharp-shinned Hawk 13; Cooper's Hawk 3; Northern Goshawk 3; Red¬ 
shouldered Hawk 3; Red-tailed Hawk 157; Merlin 1; American Kestrel 42; Ruffed Grouse 5; Wild Turkey 11 (first count record) 
(RLu/DLe,GLe); American Coot 1 ,003 ; Sandhill Crane 3 (BWya); Killdeer 292; Black-bellied Plover 2; Greater Yellowlegs 13; 
Sanderling 1; Pectoral Sandpiper 11; Dunlin 41 (low); Common Snipe 2; American Woodcock ,1£; Jaeger sp. 1; Bonaparte's Gull 42; 
Ring-billed Gull 10,162; Herring Gull 4,466; Great Black-backed Gull 152; Rock Dove 1,095; Mourning Dove 682; Eastern Screech 
Owl 18; Great Homed Owl 10; Long-eared Owl 2; Short-eared Owl 1; Belted Kingfisher 17; Red-bellied Woodpecker 7; Downy 
Woodpecker 117; Hairy Woodpecker 31; Northern Flicker M, Pileated Woodpecker 2; Homed Lark 95; Blue Jay 401; American Crow 
1272; Black-capped Chickadee 1,674; White-breasted Nuthatch 102; Red-breasted Nuthatch 5; Brown Creeper 71; Carolina Wren 11; 
House Wren 1; Winter Wren 27; Golden-crowned Kinglet 278; Ruby-crowned Kinglet 68; Eastern Bluebird 116; Hermit Thrush 10; 
American Robin 2,521; Gray Catbird 1; Northern Mockingbird 16; American Pipit 70; Bohemian Wax wine 1 (PRo); Cedar Waxwing 
2,885; Northern Shrike 5; European Starling 40,776; Orange-crowned Warbler 1; Yellow-rumped Warbler 73; Scarlet Tanaeer 1 (MJe); 
Northern Cardinal 488; Rufous-sided Towhee 5; American Tree Sparrow 721; Chipping Sparrow 2; Field Sparrow 2; Savannah 
Sparrow 4; Fox Sparrow 53; Song Sparrow 236; Swamp Sparrow 28; White-throated Sparrow 221; White-crowned Sparrow 17; Dark¬ 
eyed Junco 1,495; Snow Bunting 178; Red-winged Blackbird 25,470; Eastern Meadowlark 37; Rusty Blackbird 1,292; Common 
Grackle 54; Brown-headed Cowbird 2,008; Purple Finch 37; House Finch 999; Pine Siskin 5; American Goldfinch 525; Evening 
Grosbeak 1; House Sparrow 1,608. 

Total: 125 species; 126,907 individuals. 

Seen day before and day after count, but not on count day: Black-legged Kittiwake. 

Observers: Glen Barrett, Mary Beaver, Colin Bell, Eleanor Bell, Duane Brown, Brian Burgon, Mike Cadman, Michael Clark, George 
Coker, Ted Cole, Bill Crins, Bob Curry, Keith Dieroff, Rob Dawson, Rob Dobos, Gavin Edmunstone, Luc Fazio, John Galloway, 
Denys Gardiner, Larry Goldstein, Alex Gray, John Hannah, Kevin Hannah, D. Harding, Brian Henshaw, Jim Heslop, Mark Jennings, 
Richard Knapton, Ursula Kolster, Albert Kuhnigh, Bill Lomond (compiler), M. Lepage, Dennis Lewington, Gwen Lewington, Rick 
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Ludkin, Ron Luft, Wolfgang Luff, Sandra Mathieson, Jim Mathieson, Doug McCallum, Brian McHattie, Kevin McLaughlin, Don 
McLean, Gieg Meek, Sue Meek, George Meyers, John Miles, Jamie Miles, John Olmsted, Magne Osteras, Rose Peterson, Mary 
Pomfret, Norm Pomfret, Jim Pringle, Paul Rose, Greg Salter, Tony Salvadori, Rick Snider, Ian Smith, Paul Smith, Bob Stamp, Mike 
Street, Sam Tabone, Lynda Valentine, Ron Valentine, Peter van Dyken, Rohan van Twest, Jackie Yip; Rob Waldhuber, Harry Walker, 
Marie Walker, Reinder Westerhoff, Dan Wylie, Brian Wylie, Bryan Wyatt (Hamilton Naturalists' Club, South-Peel Naturalists' Club,’ 
Kitchener-Waterloo Field Naturalists, Guelph Field Naturalists). 


HAMILTON CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT 1994 

by Mark Jennings 

Hamilton, Ontario: 43°16'N, 79°52'W as described 1972, center at junction of York and Dundurn Sts. Dec 26; 5a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Temp:-l°C (30°F) to 7°C (45°F). Wind; west 8km/hr (5 mph). Snow cover: 0", still water partly frozen, moving 
water open. A.M. clear, P.M. clear. Observers; 53 in field in 22 parties (non-owling), plus 5 at feeders (6 hours); 4 hours 
and 57 miles owling. Total party hours 157.5; party miles 517; 105 hours and 103 miles on foot, 52.5 hours and 414 miles 
by car. 

Common Loon 3; Red-necked Grebe 3; Double-crested Cormorant 1; Great Blue Heron 3; Black-crowned Night Heron 
1; Tundra Swan 121; Mute Swan 29; Snow Goose 1; Canada Goose 3299; Wood Duck 1; Green-winged Teal 6; Am. 
Black Duck 446; Mallard 2321; Northern Pintail 42; Northern Shoveler 17; Gadwall 216; Canvasback 72; Redhead 41; 
Ring-necked Duck 2Q; Greater Scaup 14; Lesser Scaup 1054: Oldsquaw 516; Black Scoter 5; Surf Scoter 2; White-winged 
Scoter 120.; Common Goldeneye 983; Bufflehead 573; Hooded Merganser 11; Common Merganser 780; Red-breasted 
Merganser 56; Ruddy Duck 1; Sharp-shinned Hawk 6; Cooper’s Hawk 5; Northern Goshawk 1; Red-tailed Hawk 81; 
Rough-legged Hawk 3; American Kestrel 13; Ring-necked Pheasant 4; Ruffed Grouse 1; American Coot 42; Bonaparte's 
Gull 1; Ring-billed Gull 2219; Herring Gull 2361; Glaucous Gull 11; Great Black-backed Gull 211; Rock Dove 1068; 
Mourning Dove 616; E.Screech Owl 9; Great Horned Owl 10; Long-eared Owl 11; Belted Kingfisher 7; Yellow-bellied 
Sapsucker (CW); Downy Woodpecker 124; Hairy Woodpecker 29; Northern Flicker 29; Pileated Woodpecker 6; Homed 
Lark 35; Blue Jay 198; American Crow 3074; Black-capped Chickadee 1486; Red-breasted Nuthatch 29; White-breasted 
Nuthatch 113; Brown Creeper 54; Carolina Wren 2; Winter Wren 19; Golden-crowned Kinglet 104; Ruby-crowned Kinglet 
2; Eastern Bluebird 6; Hermit Thrush 1; American Robin 775; Gray Catbird 1; Northern Mockingbird 12; Cedar Waxwing 
410; Northern Shrike 2; European Starling 38,950; Yellow-rumped Warbler 3; Cardinal 353; American Tree Sparrow 364; 
Field Sparrow 1; Song Sparrow 38; Swamp Sparrow 11; White-throated Sparrow 41; White-crowned Sparrow 12; Dark- 
eyed Junco 698; Snow Bunting 2; Red-winged Blackbird 43; Common Grackle 6; Brown-headed Cowbird 53; Purple Finch 
12; House Finch 914; American Goldfinch 267; House Sparrow 2264. 

Introduced species: Trumpeter Swan 4. 

Totals: Species 91: Individuals 68,744 

Observers: Alfred Adamo, John Bak, Clive Baugh, Christine Bishop, Hazel Broker, John Carson, Jerry Chappie, Nina 
Chappie, Barb Charlton, Michael Clark, George Coker, Ted Cole, Bill Crins, Robert Curry, Robert Dinniwell, Ted 
Dmniwell, Rob Dobos, Jim Dowal, Wayne Elvins, Lois Evans, Denys Gardiner, Gary Hanna, John Hannah, Kevin Hannah, 
Tom Hince, Gail Hutchings, Mark Jennings (compiler), Roy King, Ursula Kolster, Bill Lamond, Dennis Lewington, Rick 
Ludkin, Bruck Macintosh, Richard MacKinnon, Kevin McLaughlin, Marg McRoberts, Greg Meek, Sue Meek, Jamie Miles, 
John Miles, Mathew Mills, George Naylor, Minnie Odenkirchen, John Olmsted, Rose Petersen, Steve Peterson, Turina 
Peterson, Dave Plummer, Thelma Powell, Ron Ridout, Bill Smith, Ian Smith, Bob Stamp, Rick Snyder, Mike Street, Sam 
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Tabone, Robert Waldhuber, Brian Wylie. (Hamilton Naturalists' Club) 


The Marsh Monitoring 
Program 
Needs You! 

Across North America, various 
types of wetlands and the plants and 
animals found in them face increasing 
threats from development and 
pollution. Two-thirds of the Great 
Lakes wetlands have been lost; many 
drained or reclaimed for land 
development. Forty-three Areas of 
Concern (AOCs) around the Great 
Lakes have been identified by the 
International Joint commission as 
being particularly stressed and in 
urgent need of rehabilitation. 
Remedial Action Plan (RAP) and 
Public Advisory Committees (PACs) 
have been established to implement 
rehabilitation of the ecosystem in each 
AOC. 

In addition to loss of habitat, 
scientists around the world are 
concerned with declining populations 
of amphibian and birds. In the past 
few decades, many species once 
commonly found in North American 
wetlands have suffered reductions in 
numbers. Efforts to determine just 
how much they have declined have 
been hindered by a lack of knowledge 
about the present and historical 
population levels. 

The marsh Monitoring Program 
(MMP) is a cooperative project of 
Long Point Bird Observatory and 
Environment Canada (the Canadian 
Wildlife Service and the Great Lakes 
Cleanup Fund), with the support of 
the U.S. Great Lakes Protection fund. 


It has been established to aid the 
conservation of marsh habitat by 
establishing a baseline assessment of 
marsh bird and amphibian species and 
by monitoring their population 
changes and habitats over the long 
term. In addition to monitoring 
individual sites, the Program will 
provide valuable data on marsh birds 
and amphibians on a region—wide 
basis. The information gathered will 
be used to assist RAP committees in 
assessing the progress of then- 
rehabilitation efforts as well as 
assisting similar community action 
programs in the rest of the Great 
Lakes Basin. 

The Marsh Monitoring Program is 
a volunteer-based program. It is open 
to anyone with an interest in birds 
and/or frogs and toads. Volunteers 
have the option of adopting a 
preselected route or they can set up 
their own route. The Program focuses 
on the Great Lakes Basin, but any 
marsh in Ontario and in any U.S. 
state bordering the Great Lakes can 
be surveyed. 

A Marsh Monitoring Tr ainin g Kit 
will be distributed to all volunteers in 
March, whether they are monitoring 
birds, amphibians or both. The Kit is 
comprised of written instructions for 
both the bird and amphibian surveys 
and an identification guide to 
common wetland vegetation. The 
Training Kit also includes an 
instructional tape with examples of 
the songs and calls of the birds and 
amphibians most likely to be 
encountered. This combination of 


written and audio instructions will 
open the survey to a much broader 
audience. You don't need to be an 
expert ornithologist or herpetologist to 
take part. 

Marsh bird monitoring routes are 
composed of 4 to 8 permanently 
marked sample stations surveyed 
using fixed time, fixed distance, point 
counts with a call playback tape for 
certain bird species. Two separate 
visits will be made to each route, not 
less than ten days apart, between 20 
May and 5 July. Surveys are 
conducted after 6 p.m. and conclude 
before sunset. 

Amphibian monitoring routes may 
be the same as those used for the 
marsh bird surveys or they may be set 
up independently. The amphibian 
surveys are also based upon point 
counts, however, no callback tape is 
used. Each route is visited on three 
separate occasions no less then 15 
days apart. Surveys are conducted 
over a 10 week period, between 1 
April and 1 July, depending upon the 
latitude of the route. All surveys are 
carried out after sunset and conclude 
before midnight. In addition to the 
population monitoring, stations on 
both the marsh bird and amphibian 
routes will be mapped for general 
vegetation characteristics to help in 
determining species' habitat 
associations. 

For more information on the 
Marsh Monitoring Program or to sign 
up for a route, contact Amy Chabot, 
MMP Project Coordinator, Long 
Point Bird Observatory, P.O. Box 
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160, Port Rowan, ON NOE 1M0. 
Phone: 519-586-3531. Fax: 
519-586-3532. 



1994 Hamilton 
Mid-Winter 
Waterfowl Inventory 

by George Naylor 

On Sunday, January 8, 1995, the 
Hamilton Naturalists' Club again 
participated in the Lake Ontario 
Mid-winter Waterfowl Inventory. 
This census, in co-operation with the 
Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources 
and the United Staes Fish and 
Wildlife Service, and with the help of 
organizations such as ours, has 
surveyed wintering waterfowl 
populations on the Great Lakes for 
over thirty years. This information is 
used to better understand the 
population dynamics of the waterfowl 
in the Mississippi Flyway. 

Our group surveys the Lake 
Ontario shoreline from Bronte 
Harbour to Grimsby Harbour, and any 
adjacent open waters, such as 
Hamilton Bay, Windermere Basin, 
Red Hill Creek, and Desjardins Canal. 

The area co-ordinators and areas 
assigned were: Bob Curry, Hamilton 
Bay, Windermere, and inland waters, 
assisted by John Olmstead; Rob 
Dobos, Lake Ontario, from the Beach 
Canal to Grimsby Harbour, assisted 


by Barb Charlton, Denys Gardiner, 
Bill Smith, and Mike Street; Kevin 
McLaughlin, Lake Ontario, from the 
Beach Canal to Bronte Harbour, 
assisted by Ted Cole, Bill Lamond, 
Paul Rose, and myself. 

Weather: Intermittent sun and cloud, 
with strong westerly winds; the 
temperature ranged from -5C to -10C. 
The mild weather that held through 
December into January meant that 
Hamilton Bay and Windermere were 
ice—free, (the complete opposite of 
last years count) and encouraged 
waterfowl that would normally be 
absent from our area to hang around. 
The wind blown waters of Lake 
Ontario, particularly the north shore, 
contributed to lower than expected 
numbers of certain species of diving 
ducks. 

Highlights: The Hamilton area has 
again proven its importance to 
wintering waterfowl by producing a 
record high of 33 species. The next 
highest area, Kingston produced 28 
species. Hamilton produced the only 
Snow Goose, the only Tufted Duck, a 
female, and the only Eider for the 
entire census. A first winter male 
Harlequin Duck was found at Fifty 
Point. Canada Geese and Mallard 
numbers get higher with every year, 
but the dabbling ducks were well 
represented, with high numbers of 
Northern Shoveler and Gadwall. The 
female Tufted Duck found by Curry 
and Olmstead allowed them to 
accomplish one of the Grand Slams of 
birding: the finding of all the Aythya 
family of ducks in one day, 
Canvasback, Redhead, Ring-necked, 
Tufted, and Greater and Lesser Scaup. 
Lastly, an incredible 106 American 


Coot were found, a bird not seen in 
our census area in the last five years. 

1995 Hamilton Area Mid-Winter 
Waterfowl Inventory Totals: 

Common Loon 1; Homed Grebe 2; 
Tundra Swan 59 H; Trumpeter Swan 
12 H; Mute Swan 26; Snow Goose 1; 
Canada Goose 5832 H; Wood Duck F 
Green-winged Teal 6; American 
Black Duck 198; Mallard 2712 H; 
Northern Pintail 31; Northern 
Shoveler 22 H; Gadwall 204 H; 
American Wigeon 1; Canvasback 157 
H; Redhead 61 H; Ring-necked Duck 
14 H; Tufted Duck 1; Greater Scaup 
15775 H; Lesser Scaup 1206; Eider 
(sp) 1; Harlequin Duck 1; Oldsquaw 
52; White-winged Scoter 146; Surf 
Scoter 2; Scoter (sp) 25; Common 
Goldeneye 4326; Bufflehead 790; 
Hooded Merganser 9; Red-breasted 
Merganser 410 H; Ruddy Duck 1; 
American Coot 106 H. 

Total Waterfowl: 32,529 

Total Waterfowl Sp.: 33 H 


Hawks! 
Eagles! 

Bill Clark, 
author of the 
Peterson Field 
Guide to Hawks 
of North 
America, will be in Hamilton on 
Friday, April 21 and Saturday, 
April 22. He will give a slide 
presentation each evening at 7:30 p.m. 
at the Canada Centre for Inland 
Waters. 

Friday night will be devoted to the 
fine points of hawk identification and 
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Saturday night to "Eagles of the 
World", a slide talk based on Mr. 
Clark's extensive travels studying 
raptors in their natural haunts. During 
the day on Saturday, he will watch 
the hawk migration at Beamer 
Memorial Conservation Area near 
Grimsby. 

Bill Clark is a renowned speaker, tom- 
leader and author. He is recognized as 
North America's top expert on hawk 
identification. He leads hawk 
watching tours around the world 
through his own company, Raptours. 

The Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch 
and Hamilton Naturalists' Club are 
co-sponsoring Mr. Clark's visit. 
Tickets to one or both evening 
presentations are $10 for members of 
either organization and $15 for 
non-members. One ticket covers 
both evenings. 

Tickets may be obtained from: 

Roslynne Price 
83-5045 Pinedale Ave., 

Burlington 
L7L 5J6 
905-681-2276 

Mike Street 
73 Hatton Dr. 

Ancaster 
L9G 2H5 
905-648-3737 

Bruce Duncan 
1049 Kirkwall Rd. 

RR 1, Dundas 
L9H 5E1 
519-622-4709 

Don't miss this opportunity to hear 
one of the top raptor experts in the 
world. There are only 300 tickets. 


Slides Wanted! 

Slides of Club activities 
are needed for the 
Club’s slide library. 

Please donate any that you 
can spare from your collection. 
Contact: Roslynne Price 
6&1-2276 


Please Note 

At the March Club meeting, in 
addition to our regular speaker, 
Nancy Mahoney will be speaking on 
the "Perigrine Falcon Nesting Box 
Program". If you can help find 
locations for these boxes please call 
Brian McHattie 627-3499. 


Membership! 

We need to increase our membership 
in order to keep our Club strong and 
vital. Give the gift of membership in 
the HNC to a friend or relative so that 
they, too, can be part of a powerful 
voice in the protection of our 
environment. At the same time, they 
can enjoy interesting speakers at the 
Club monthly meetings; learn about 
the birdlife, plants and animals of 
their area while on enjoyable field 
events; meet new and interesting 
people. 

If you have any ideas on how to 
increase our membership, please call 
Wolfgang Luft 681-2276. 


High Quality Club Sweatshirts 

$ p c available in Grey or Forest Green $ p c 
at HNC Membership Meetings 



Also available at "It's For the Birds", Hamilton; and "Wild Birds Nature 
Shop”, Burlington; or by calling Betty Blashill at (905) 664-8796. 
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MONTHLY MEETINGS 

Monday, March 13, 8:00 p.m. 

Location: RBG Centre 

680 Plains Rd. West 
Burlington 

Bird Nests and Nesting 

George Peck 


Monday, April 1G, 8 p.m. 

Location: RBG Centre 

680 Plains Rd. West 
Burlington 

Whales of the St. Lawrence 
and Orcas of Johnson Strait 

Brian McHattie 


Monday, March 20, 7:30 p.m. 

Bird Study Group 

Location: RBG Nature Centre, 
Arboretum, 

Old Guelph Rd. 

Dundas 

This is an informal but interesting 
meeting featuring a discussion of recent 
bird sightings, an identification session 
and a workshop, film or set of slides 
about some aspect of birds. If you're a 
beginner birdwatcher, come out to learn 
more about birds. If you're an expert 
birder, come out to share your knowledge 
and enthusiasm. This month will feature: 
— Richard Knapton - Ducks and the Plant 
Smorgasboard in a Pristine Environment 
(Long Point). 


Thursday, March 30, 7:30p.m. 

Plant Study Group 

Location: Gage Park Depot, 

(near Greenhouses), 

Hamilton. 

The Plant Study Group is an informal 
meeting of those interested in plants and 
who wish to share ideas and learn more 
about this fascinating aspect of the natural 
world. Whether a beginner or a seasoned 
botanist, come out and enjoy the lively 
discussions. This month will feature: 

~ Mary Gartshore - Natural Landscape 
and its Restoration. 

Organizers: Lyn Hanna-Folkes 
648-1945 

April Severin 577-9277 


Monday March 27, 7:30 p.m. 

Conservation/Ed ucation 
Study Group 

Location: Wood End 

HRCA Headquarters 
838 Mineral Springs Rd 
Ancaster 

Are you interested in learning how to 
protect and educate people about natural 
areas? Have fun learning with usl This 
group meets monthly to discuss topics 
realating to the protection and 
rehabilitation of natural areas. .An 
informative presentation and question and 
answer period take place at each meeting 
followed by a discussion of issues that 
participatns are actively working on. This 
is the place to bring your ideas for new 
and better strategies to protect nature. 
The month will feature: 

- Watershed Report Card 

Organizer: Brian McHattie 905-627- 
3499 


UPCOMING EVENTS 

March 1 to May 15 

Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch 
This hawkwatch is conducted at Beamer 
Memorial Conservation Area on Ridge 
Rd. above the escarpment in Grimsby. 
Contact: Mike Street 648-3737 

Tuesday March 21 7:30 p.m. 

Native Plants & the Restoration of 
Indigenous Species 
Join the Canadian Organic Growers 
Association to hear Ken Parker speak on 
this fascinating topic. Meet at Grace 
Anglican Church on Mill St. in 
Waterdown (0.5 Km north of Hwy 5). 
Contact: Kurt Coster 335-5226 

Sunday April 9 7:30 a.m. 

Spring Flight 

The last few springs have seen good 
flights of Red-throated Loons through our 
area. Meet at RBG headquarters. 

Leader: Rob Dobos 519-888-0553 

Friday April 14 10:00 a.m. 

Come Home to Red Hill 
"Friends of Red Hill Valley" encourages 
everyone to continue the Hamilton 
tradition of spending Good Friday in the 
valley. There will be a choice of family 
hikes in all parts of the 1600 acre urban 
wilderness. 

Contact: Don McLean 664-8796 


The February WOOD DUCK was 
assembled and mailed by: 

Sheila Forbes 

Jo Harschnitz 

Norm Pomfret 

Norm and Marge Ralston 

Ian Reid 

Doris Rundle 

Maria Sedgwick 

Jim and Jean Stollard 

Phyllis Vair 


Organizer: Bruce Duncan 519- 
622-4709 


Thanks everyone! 


















